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Cumberland and Pennsylvania (C & P) Railroad Tunnel 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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AI - VII - A - 135 
Cumberland and Pennsylvania Tunnel 
Frostburg 

1857 

The C&P Tunnel was built in 1857 as a connecting under• 

ground route through Frostburg. The tunnel was a major 

engineering accomplishment and served as an important link 

for hauling bulk loads of coal as well as passengers. It is 

a semi-circular arched opening that is constructed throughout 

in American Common Bond brick and surfaced with unsmoothed 

cement. 
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Al- Vll- A-035 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Cumberland & Pennsylvania Tunnel 
ANO/OR COMMON 

C. & P. Tunnel ; Railroad Tunnel 

flLOCATION 
STREET So NUM BER 

Extends North and South Under Frostburg : 
South Terminus at Bowery St • .Bridge ; extend~ North to Depot Street at Hote1 

CITY. l'OWN 

Frostburg ...X. VICINITY OF 

STATE 
~1aryland 

BcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

-8UILOINGISI 

lsTRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_ PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

X PRIVATE -AJNOCCUPIEO 

_BOTH _ W ORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _yes RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES· UNRESTRICTED 

:l_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Western Maryland Railway Company 
STREET a. NUM BER 

2 North Charles Str eet 
CITY.TOWN 

Baltimore _ v 1c1N1TY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC 

STREET So NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Allegany County Courthouse 

30 Washington Street 

Cumberlanci 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegany 

No longer used 
PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIOENCI 

_ENT£RTAINMENT _REUGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_ M ILITARY _OTHER 

Fran Clllllberland 
Extension To Balt. 

Telephone # : 724- 3000 -""'-------

STATE ' Zl.p cod e 
Maryland 21532 

Li ber # : 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY --1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

.._QETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

K..uNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

AL-Vll-A-035 

CHECK ONE 

..;_ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE _ _ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Cumberland & fennsylvania -unnel is loc ted under Frostburg, Allegany County . 
The northern terminus begins approximately at the site of the Depot Hotel, 20 Defot 
Street, and extends South to Center Street which i~ the southern terminus near the 
Bowery Street brid0 e. 

The tunnel is a semicircular arched opening that is constl·ucted throuellout in 
American Common bond brick and c:urfeced with u.nsmoothed cement . The tunnel is no loneer 
in use; the tracks hove been removed and "No Trespnasing" signo have been posted which 
restricts investigation. 

i 

.· 

The tunnel is rl:lpidly deteriorating 1 ut still retains much of its original appearance . 

. . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
..-,. 

PERIOD 

- PREHISTORIC 

_1400· 14119 

- 1500· 1699 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- 1800-1699 

_1700-1799 

..x 1800-1899 

~ _ 1900. 

·-

-ARCHEOLUliY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION 

-AGRICULTUR~ _ ECONOMICS 

.LRCHITECTURE -EDUCATION 

-ART 1ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SEnLEMENT 

_ COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ LAW 

_ LITERATURE 

_ MILITARY 

_ MUSIC 

_ PHILOSOPHY 

_ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 1857 BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_L TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER ISPECIFY) 

The C & P Tunnel was built in 1857 as a connecting underground route through 
Frostburg . The route connected the former divisions t the 11Mt . Sovage i Cumberland , " 
and the "Georges Creek Coal & Iron Company" railroadFI hetween the points from Cumbcrlvnd 
to Piedmont . Ls.ter , in 1864 the two railroads united to form the ''Cumberland & 
Pennsylvnnia l~ailroad , 11 still connecting the same two points . 

The tunnel was a major engineering accomplishment in 1857, and served as an important 
link for haulins bulk loadn of coal and trruisportation for some pas~engers . The tunnel 
is in deteriorated condition, however , its role as a connection point of railroads , which 

the major mode of transpor tation in Western Marylond during this time period , 
Jrtainly makes it significent historically. The possible restoration of this site would 

certainly enhance the cultural and a.rchitecturel heritage of Frostburg. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



AL-v11-11-035 

llMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSMY 

IDJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROl"EATY -------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

STATE 

Extends North and South under Frostburg 

The Southern terminus of the tunnel begins off Bowery Street near the 
present site of the Bowery Bridge and extends under Fr<Btburg to Depot Street 
near the hotel, presently the Wright property, the Northern terminus. 
UST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

COUNTY 

.· 

----------------------------------------------------STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE . 

John E . Nelson, Program Coordinator of All. Co. Historic Sites 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET • NUMBER 

10 Park Lane 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frostbu£g 

DATE 

5/21/76 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryl a pd 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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DATE: 
I I 

.,--. RE:!CDf:JIHG : Drastic , moder a te , minor- No,,..~ - No fo,,,.j e, ,. '"' L<.S.'L 

r 

r 

rJJ.HE CF l nc;:·EHTY : Co....,_, be..-fa. 111.d -4- /e"' ..... ,s y/v 11.."'; 4 . Tit. n. n e.J 
LOC1.'!'ICN CF 1'R011!.R'l'Y: N,,,..-/~ [ 0 J kr&:1.1• "'" g,f /Jet'of Sf,~.f/lol(;,,,.l e.J.fe.,,.Js £0,._f/... fo /JottJt.~f./J,.;J,, 

DIH~CTJON lJnEJLING Fl1CES : £ >l k 1-.Js Nor ff, + So"-f/.... U"'J' r Fro~ f£ c. ""f 
NMlB OF O't1NER : we. f. fe.. r t) mer y IC( ,,.J RQ.: I 41 ll. y c ()no. t()q, "- i 

:t Jb ~ fi GA o, r /es Sfr~~f 
B~ /f i ~ace,) /rJ«-ry !r.t.n J c:ll:J.61 

/~'I- 3000 

£'1. fe,,._ $;, ,,.46 -& /f. 

BTOR11f : 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS : 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

1,:JNGS , / 1,DDITION.S : 

Dwelling Shape : (square , cross , r ectangular ) 

'.~J,I.I, Cl fl~°'TF.UC'T'IC.•N: 

( ) FH/J1.::: : 
( ) BiHCK : 
( ) .STOi'ii: : 
( ) JOG 
( ) Other : 

',·:ALI Fl!J.'fUHES : 
FCUl!DA'J'ICtJS: 
~/ATER T1 BJ.E: 

Bevel , c lapboard. , \•:euthcrbo2 r d , wood shin[;les , board g, batten (type? ) 
Bone type- common , ~nglish , Flemish . Sketch variant s . 
Bond type- rubble , ~shlar (rnn<lom or regular) , quoins- plain , rusticated 

Coverincrs 

BELT CGUH0E > l'U,J,:j'l'LT:3 , CTHE.!?~ 

llJGH , J...Oi~' , BRICI( 1 ~;'l'C·NE 

HCNE, ru IN ' BI:'JllED, MGULDED ERICK 

FINDOl·Jf, , TRIN , SHUT'l'fil'Jj : 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/ 6( ) 9/6 ( ) 9/9( ) other( ) 

ENTru.m; fi: , DCOlill : 

pee;[Sed ( ) nailed( ) wide ( ) narrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( ) 

LOC11'rION : 
H.hRD':.rt.m:: original( ) replaced( ) 
FAN LIGHT ' TR1\N:.iot'i ' sr.JE J.IGHTS , PlJtnl 
Pan eled , Verticle , Hori zonta l Boards 

CCRNlvE, H;.~OL , F'.,Wf~; : (crown , fascia , soffi t , bed) 
original( ) replaced( ) R;:,fter Ends , Modillions , Dentils , Frieze , 

Architra ve 
RCCF : G;,f,J.r. FHONT , Gf.BJ.E FI fl.MK ' JfIF ' ;:;nl!.'D , r a:r;i:,HD , G; IIBRfil. , FLAT l JOHNl'..:HS ,~ 

J..:T.i::IIIJ\I. : wood shingl es , s l ate , tin , asphalt original( ) replaced(_.,,...)--

FOf~CliES : !JHAf:E OF RC C·F - shed( ) hip( ) !jF•ule( ) 

CtJJ l~T:f Y: : : 1n,'l'iBF.R PRICK( ) ;)TONl!.( ) COHBFJ.;ill( ) origincil( ) replaced ( ) 
lOC1.TJ<iN : Flvsh end( ) In~ide end( ) Outsi de end( ) CentrEtl( ) Interior ( ) 

h1?CH1':!; : Door a nd •:indow: l{eystone , Fl ot , :·er;ment<Jl , .:.iemi circular 

COi 'I' .l!:J .. 1'11 • -1'" c 1J R 
~~~ ~·'fo Co;.. ... e.c.f /Y)f.~,,«~e. ~ L"-""-be-.. k_,.J Rtl.. lro"J.--fo - Geo,..r.~ C,.ee,k Coi...{ 4 J. ~Ok. 0

• ~· • 

. ;1[~n1f1cance - T,.a-.. :sfo~f"-f;,,..__ l),..'-f.. 
Date Constructed -18S-7 
Condition - De.....fe.~ioro. fed 
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